Tenth Sunday After Pentecost
Worship Aid for August 2", 2026 at 10:15 am

ANATIVITY

Love God, Love People, Make Disciples

Nativity: an inclusive faith community, following the way of Jesus to nourish the
body, mind, and spirit of the people of our south metro communities and beyond.

Nativity Episcopal Church is committed to practice the way of love. We follow
Jesus’ example of radical hospitality as we celebrate God’s presence in all people.
We welcome all persons, regardless of gender, race, ethnicity, age, physical or
mental capacity, education, sexual orientation, gender identity, socioeconomic or
marital status. All are invited as full participants in the life and ministries of our
COMMUnIty.

You may reach the office at Nativity@NativityMN.org or 952-435-8687
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We extend a special welcome to those who are single, married, divorced, widowed,
straight, gay, or confused. We especially welcome wailing babies and excited toddlers.

We welcome you whether you can sing like Pavarotti or just growl quietly to yourself.
You’re welcome here if you’re ‘just browsing,” just woken up or just got out of prison. We
don’t care if you’re a regular church goer or haven’t been to church since Christmas ten years
ago. We extend a special welcome to those who are over 60 but not grown up yet, and to
teenagers who are growing up too fast. We welcome hockey moms, football dads, starving
artists, tree-huggers, latte-sippers, vegetarians, junk-food eaters. We welcome those who are in
recovery or still addicted. We welcome you if you’re having problems, are down in the dumps
or don’t like ‘organized religion.” We offer a welcome to those who think the earth is flat, work
too hard, don’t work, can’t spell, or are here because granny is visiting, and you wanted to take
her to church. We welcome those who are inked, pierced, both or neither. We offer a special
welcome to those who could use a prayer right now, had religion shoved down their throat as
kids, or got lost looking for Buck Hill and wound up here by mistake. We welcome pilgrims,
tourists, seekers, doubters... and you!

If you’ve been away for a while, welcome back. If you haven’t been getting our weekly
email, Nativity E-Notes, and would like to reconnect, please let the office know at
Nativity@NativityMN.org.

If you need assistance during the service, please ask an usher or someone near you for
help. Children of all ages are welcome to be present at worship. The noise and voices of our
children are welcome here. Children are welcome to do quiet activities in the quiet space, we
call the PrayerGround, at the left front of the church. We ask that you sit in pews near them.
There are also activity bags with books and crayons available near the entrance to the sanctuary
that young ones can take to their pews. If you like, we also encourage you to bring your
children forward at the time of Communion to receive either Communion or a blessing.

Thank you for worshipping with us today.
The Reverend Dana Fath Strande, Rector

As we begin our season after Pentecost (aka summer at Nativity), you will notice a few
changes to our worship aid. We are using both the Book of Common Prayer and Enriching Our
Worship, approved sources in the Episcopal Church for worship. During summer, when our
choir takes a well-deserved break from leading worship, we will speak the psalm and add back
in our Confession of Sin.



PRELUDE Charlotte McLendon

OPENING HYMN All Things Bright and Beautiful (Hymnal 405)
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All things bright and beau - ti - ful, all crea-tures great and small,
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[l | - |
y o \ . \ — ! ! =1 \
D ‘ | | ‘ — 1 = ‘ 1
) v = 9 » & & —® -
1 Each lit - tle flower that o - pens,each  lit - tle bird that sings,
2 The pur - ple - head - ed moun-tain, the riv - er run - ning by,
3 The cold wind in  the win - ter, the pleas - ant sum - mer  sun,
4 He gave us eyes to see them, and lips that we might tell
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he made their glow-ing col - ors, he  made their ti - ny wings.
the sun - set, and the  morn - ing that bright-ens up the sky,
the ripe fruits in the gar - den, he  made them ev - ery one.
how great is God Al - might - v, who has made all things well.

Words: Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895). Music: Royal Oak, melody from The Dancing Master, 1686; adapt. and harm.
Martin Fallas Shaw (1875-1958), desc. Richard Proulx (b. 1937). Used by arrangement with G. Schirmer, Inc. Descant,
Copyright © 1979, G.I.A. Publications, Tnc.

OPENING ACCLAMATION
Presider: Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
All: Glory to God for ever and ever.

OPENING PRAYER
Presider: Christ our true and only Light: receive our morning prayers, and illumine the
secrets of our hearts with your healing goodness, that no evil desires may possess us

who are made new in the light of your heavenly grace
All: Amen



HYMN OF PRAISE All Creatures of Our God and King (Hymnal 400, verse 7)
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Words: St. Francis of Assisi (1182-1226); tr. William H. Draper (1855-1933), alt. Music: Lasst uns erfreven, melody from
Auserlesene Catholische Geistiche Kirchengeseng, 123; adapt. and harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958). By permission
of Oxtord University Press,

COLLECT OF THE DAY
Presider: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.

Presider: Let us pray.
Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and, because it
cannot continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your
goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

All: Amen.

Please be seated.

THE FIRST READING Isaiah 55:1-5
Lector: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.



PSALM 145: 8-9, 15-22

The psalm will be prayed responsively beginning with the pulpit side and alternating with the piano side.

8 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, *
slow to anger and of great kindness.
9 The Lord is loving to everyone *
and his compassion is over all his works.
15 The Lord upholds all those who fall; *
he lifts up those who are bowed down.
16 The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord, *
and you give them their food in due season.
17 You open wide your hand *
and satisfy the needs of every living creature.
18 The Lord is righteous in all his ways *
and loving in all his works.
19 The Lord is near to those who call upon him, *
to all who call upon him faithfully.
20 He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; *
he hears their cry and helps them.
21 The Lord preserves all those who love him, *
but he destroys all the wicked.
22 My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord; *

let all flesh bless his holy Name for ever and ever.

THE SECOND READING
Lector: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Romans 9:1-5



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Music: Beneath the Tree of Life, Marty Haugen, © 2000, 2001, GIA Publications, Inc.
THE GOSPEL Matthew 14:13-21
Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
All: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
The Gospel is read.
Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Please be seated.
SERMON The Rev. Dana Fath Strande



NICENE CREED
Presider: Let us declare our faith in God.
Presider and All:

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with

the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,

the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son,

he is worshiped and glorified.

He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Deacon:

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

Leader:

The love of God endures all. We pray in faith and hope that our voices will be heard
and that our prayers will be answered in God’s own loving way. Let us now ask for
guidance, justice, and peace for all creation saying, Hear our prayer.

Gracious God, we pray for your whole Church: In the Anglican Communion we
pray for Sarah Mulally, Archbishop of Canterbury. We pray for the Church of the
Province of Uganda. We pray for the Episcopal church, for Sean Rowe, Presiding
Bishop and for Craig Loya our Bishop. We pray for Grace Church in Wabasha.
Here in our Nativity community, we ask your blessings on all who worship with us.
Guide the important work of Building our Future. Bless our loving clergy.
Strengthen us all in your purpose, dear Lord, that we may daily answer your call.
God of love,

Hear our prayer.

God of this world, we pray for the leaders of the nations and all in authority that
they may fulfill their promises and duties with Christ-like humility, justice, and
love. God of peace,

Hear our prayer.

God of generosity, we pray for farm workers, for a good harvest, and for safety
from violent weather. We give thanks to you for all the blessings you have given us,
our lives, our families, our communities, this parish and for our beautiful earth. God
of creation,

Hear our prayer.

God of kindness, we pray for all in danger and need: For the sick and the suffering,
for prisoners and their families, for the hungry, the homeless, and all who, for any
reason, are oppressed today. We pray for those beloved and forgotten ones whom
we try not to see. We pray now especially for all in our hearts and on our prayer
list...are there others?

The people may bring their own petitions.

Leader:
All:

Leader:

God of hope,
Hear our prayer.

We offer our thanks for your many blessings, especially those that we now name
silently or aloud...

The people may bring their own thanksgivings.



Leader: ~ We pray for a peaceful and holy death for...are there others?
The people may bring their own petitions.

Leader:  God of resurrection, we pray for these departed who rest in Christ...are there
others?
The people may bring their own petitions.

Leader: God of life eternal,
All: Hear our prayer.

Deacon: Hear our humble prayers, dear Lord. Turn our hearts to you each day. Instill in us a
love for your creation and a desire for oneness with you. Make us strive to be open
to your wisdom and help us to see your face in everyone. In Jesus’ Name we pray.

All: Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN AND ABSOLUTION
Deacon: Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith.
Silence may be kept.
Presider and all:
God our Father, we confess to you
and to our fellow members in the Body of Christ
that we have sinned in thought,
word and deed,
and in what we have failed to do.
We are truly sorry.
Forgive us our sins,
and deliver us from the power of evil,
for the sake of your Son who died for us,
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.



Presider: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life.

All: Amen

THE PEACE

Presider: The peace of the Lord be always with you.

All: And also with you.

BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES, OR ANY OTHER OPPORTUNITY FOR A BLESSING

ANNOUNCEMENTS

OFFERTORY

The Presider invites the gifts of the congregation, with these or other words
Presider: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to

God.
OFFERTORY HYMN Be Thou My Vision (Hymnal 488)
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thou in me dwell - ing, and I one with thee.
still be my vis - ion, O Ru - ler of all.

Words: Irish, ca. 700; versified Mary Elizabeth Byrne (1880-1931); tr. Eleanor H. Hull (1860-1935), alt. Copyright © by permission of the Estate of Eleanor
Hull and Chatto & Windus Ltd. Music: Slane, Irish ballad melody; adaapt. The Church Hymnary, 1927, harm. David Evans (1874-1948) Copyright © by
permission of Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Presider: The Lord be with you.

All: And also with you.

Presider: Lift up your hearts.

All: We lift them up to the Lord.

Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Presider: 1t is right to give our thanks and praise. Worship and praise belong to you, God our
maker. Out of nothing, you called all worlds to be, and still you draw the universe
to its fulfilment. Dawn and evening celebrate your glory till time shall be no more.
In Christ your Son the life of heaven and earth were joined, sealing the promise of a
new creation, given, yet still to come. Taught by your Spirit, we who bear your
threefold likeness look for the City of Peace in whose light we are transfigured and
the earth transformed. As children of your redeeming purpose who await the
coming of your Son, we offer you our praise, with angels and archangels and the
whole company of heaven singing the hymn of your unending glory:

SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy Lord
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Mugic: Calvin Hampton (1938-1984). Copyright © Inter-Lutheran Commission on Worship. Used by permission of Augsburg

Fortress.

12



Presider:

Presider:

Glory and thanksgiving be to you, most loving Father. In Jesus you showed us
yourself. Our hope is built on him, the first, the last, the living one. Obedient, even
to accepting death, He opened the gate of glory and calls us now to share the life of
heaven.

Before he was given up to suffering and death, alight with the vision of a feast that
heralded a kingdom yet to come, at supper with his disciples he took bread and
offered you thanks. He broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying: “Take, eat.
This is my Body: it is broken for you.”

After supper, he took the cup, he offered you thanks, and gave it to them saying:
“Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new covenant; it is poured out for
you, and for all, that sins may be forgiven. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Presider and all:

Presider:

We now obey your Son's command.

We recall his blessed passion and death,

his glorious resurrection and ascension;
and we look for the coming of his Kingdom.
Made one with him,

we offer you these gifts with them ourselves,
a single, holy, living sacrifice.

Hear us, most merciful Father, and send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this
bread and this wine, that, overshadowed by your Spirit’s life-giving power, they
may be the Body and Blood of your Son, and we may be kindled with the fire of
your love and renewed for the service of your Kingdom.
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Presider and all:

Presider:

All:

Presider:

Help us, who are baptized into the fellowship of Christ's Body
to live and work to your praise and glory;

may we grow together in unity

and love until at last, in your new creation,

we enter into our heritage in the company of the Virgin Mary,
the apostles, and prophets,

and of all our brothers and sisters

living and departed.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, all honor and glory be to you, Lord of all ages, world without end.
Amen.

And now, as our Savior, Christ, has taught us, we are bold to say;

Presider and All:

Our Father,

who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.

Presider:
All:

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!



FRACTION ANTHEM
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I Myself Am the Bread of Life
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shared by Christ that the world might live.

Rory Cooney, 1987 OCP All rights reserved

INVITATION
Presider: So come to this table,

you who have much faith

and you who would like to have more;
you who have been here often

and you who have not been for a long time;
you who have tried to follow Jesus,

and you who have failed;

Come. It is Christ who invites us to meet him here.

The Gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died
for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

COMMUNION ANTHEM
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Presider and all:

Loving God,

we give you thanks and praise

that when we were still far off

you met us in your Son

and brought us home.

Dying and living, he declared your love,

gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ's body live his risen life;
we who drink his cup bring life to others;

we whom the Spirit lights,

give light to the world.

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so we and all your children shall be free,

and the whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.



BLESSING
Presider: The Wisdom of God, the Love of God and the Grace of God strengthen you to be
Christ’s hands and heart in this world, and the Blessing of the Holy Trinity,

Creator, Son and Holy Spirit be with you this day and always.
All: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ
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Je-sus lives a-gain, earth can breathe a-gain, pass the word a-round: loaves a-bound.

Words: Fred Kaan ® 1975 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, TL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Music:  Linstead, Jamaican folk song; adapt. Doreen Potter (1925-1980) © Hope Publishing Company,
Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

DISMISSAL
Deacon: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
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TODAY AT NATIVITY
Boo Bash Meeting
After Service — Sunday, August 2"

WEEKLY AT NATIVITY
Youth Summer Daze
12-5pm — Wednesdays in July and August

Coffee Hour
After Service — Sundays

Community Café
5-6pm — Wednesdays

UPCOMING

Parish Picnic
After Service — Sunday, August 12%

Vestry 101 Meeting
After Service — Sunday, August 16"

ECMN at the St. Paul Saints Game
6:37pm — Friday, September 11%
Tickets and more information available
through Nativity Notes or episcopalmn.org




